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Introduction
Hello and welcome to Escaping Rent
Academy.
First, let me congratulate you.
The fact that you're here tells me
something important.
You're not satisfied with simply paying
rent forever.
You're looking for a better future.
You're looking for options.
And most importantly, you're willing to
invest in yourself to learn what those
options might be.
Now before we talk about credit scores,
down payments, owner financing, tax
deeds, hidden deals, or any of the other
strategies we'll cover in this course, I
want to answer a very important
question.

Why buy a home in the first place?
That may sound like an obvious
question.
But trust me, it's worth asking.
Because buying a home isn't
always easy.
It takes effort.
It takes planning.
It takes persistence.
And if you don't have a strong
reason why, you'll probably quit
when you encounter obstacles.
So let's talk about why
homeownership matters.
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You're Already Buying a House
One of the biggest realizations I ever had was this:
If you're paying rent, you're already buying a house.
The only problem is you're buying it for your landlord.
Think about that for a moment.
Every month you go to work.
You earn your paycheck.
You pay rent.
And that rent helps pay for a house.
The problem is that house belongs to somebody else.
Five years from now, who has more equity?
The landlord.
Ten years from now, who owns a valuable asset?
The landlord.
Meanwhile, you've made hundreds of payments and have little to show for it
except a place to live.
Now don't get me wrong. I am a landlord and I love my tenants.
I'm not saying renting is always bad.
Sometimes renting is exactly what a person should be doing.
But renting should be a stepping stone.
Not a permanent destination.

The Hidden Cost of Renting
Most people know what rent costs them every month.
What they don't think about is what rent costs them over time.
Let's do a simple example.

Imagine you're paying $1,500 per month in rent.
That's $18,000 per year.

Over five years that's $90,000.
Over ten years that's $180,000.
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Now imagine spending $180,000 on anything else and having nothing left to
show for it.
That's what makes renting so frustrating.
It's not just the monthly payment.
It's the missed opportunity.

Why Homeowners Build Wealth Differently
One reason homeowners tend to build more wealth than renters is because
homeowners own an asset.
Every month they make a payment, a portion of that payment may be increasing
their ownership.
Over time, that ownership grows.
The property may appreciate.
The loan balance may shrink.
And little by little they build equity.
The average homeowner doesn't become wealthy overnight.
Most become wealthier slowly.
One payment at a time.
One year at a time.
One property at a time.

The Real Benefits Go Beyond Money
Now let's talk about something that doesn't show up on a financial statement.
Stability.
There's something different about living in a home you own.
You can paint the walls.
Plant a garden.
Build a workshop.
Raise your family.
Create memories.
You don't have to wonder whether the landlord is going to raise the rent next
year.
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The Biggest Objection I Hear
Now whenever I talk to renters about buying a home, I hear the same objections.
"My credit isn't good enough."
"I don't have enough money."
"I've already been turned down."
"I don't think I qualify."
If that's you, I want you to listen carefully.
This entire course exists because those objections don't always tell the whole
story.
In fact, some of the homes I've purchased involved very little money.
Some didn't require traditional financing.
Some involved owner financing.
Some involved lease options.
Some involved opportunities that most people never even knew existed.
The point is not that every strategy works for everyone.
The point is that there are more paths to homeownership than most renters
realize.

What This Course Is Really About
ThiThis course isn't about making you a real estate expert.
It's about helping you discover what path might work for you.
Some students will use traditional financing.
Some will pursue owner financing.
Some may buy land.
Some may build.
Some may use programs they didn't know existed.
The goal is not to force you into one solution.
The goal is to help you find the solution that fits your situation.

You don't have to worry about the property being sold out from under you.
You have roots.
You have permanence.
And that's worth something.
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Assignment
1. Complete the Rent Escape Calculator
Click the Rent Escape Calculator link in this lesson and enter your personalized
information.

2. Record Your Results
In your course journal or the workbook, write down:

Your estimated total rent paid over the past 5-10 years.
Your projected rent over the next 10 years if nothing changes.
One or two insights from your personalized results that surprised you.

3. Reflect
Answer these questions:

What stood out to you most about your results?
How do you feel about where your current path could lead over the next 5-
10 years?
What's one question you now have about homeownership or your financial
future?

4. Look Ahead
Write one small action you'd like to take after completing this lesson. It doesn't
have to be a commitment to buy a home—just one step toward learning more or
improving your financial future.

Remember, this course isn't about pressure. It's about gaining clarity and
discovering the path that's right for you.
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NOTES

Lesson 2: The Biggest Myths That Keep Renters Stuck
You'll discover why many renters mistakenly believe they need:
Perfect credit
A large down payment
Bank approval before they can begin
You'll learn why those beliefs often aren't true—and how alternative paths to
homeownership may already be available to you.

Coming Up Next
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